
Asbestos 
Medicine

November 2–3, 2017

The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas

Las Vegas, NV

It would be a sin to miss the 2017 DRI 
Asbestos Medicine Seminar in Sin City!

Delve into the newest 
frontier—talc litigation

Build on witness and expert 
deposition-taking skills

Strengthen your hand in “take home” 
and alternative exposure cases

Master the medicine and 
the regulations that are 
key in asbestos cases



The 2017 DRI Asbestos Medicine Seminar will feature speakers, participants, and attendees who are the 

“face cards” of the nation’s top asbestos litigation law firms, “high roller” expert witnesses of academia and 

research companies, and “pit bosses” of insurance companies and corporations. The best practices, most current 

developments, and emerging trends and strategies will be shared and developed at the industry’s seminal 

defense conference. Don’t check on this bet, but go “all in” and connect, learn, exchange, and discuss with all the 

sharps in the asbestos world!

Evelyn Fletcher Davis 
Program Chair

Bruce T. Bishop 
Program Co-Vice Chair

Catherine E. Goldhaber 
Program Co-Vice Chair

John (Jack) J. Laffey 
Law Institute

See what others 
have to say about 
DRI seminars

http://www.youtube.com/user/DefenseBar

http://www.youtube.com/user/DefenseBar
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How to look beyond verdict history in evaluating 
potential risk

What an autopsy may add to the defense

How media affects jurors’ perception and 
information intake

Considerations in evaluating extrapleural 
mesothelioma cases

Whether the gender of the plaintiff should affect 
your discovery approach

What 
You Will 
Learn

Community Service
The mission of Family Promise of Las Vegas is to offer homeless families the opportu-
nity to achieve housing stability by providing short-term shelter, meals, case manage-
ment, and hospitality. Attendees can support Family Promise through direct financial 
contributions, which are most needed. Family Promise also accepts grocery and 

department store cards, kitchen items, toiletries and hygiene items, and bedding and towels. Please contact Eliza-
beth Brotten at elizabeth.brotten@lindjensen.com with questions.

1 Review the brochure and identify sessions of interest to you

2 Share this brochure with colleagues

3 Register online or complete the form in the back

4 Download the DRI App    and 
make use of its features to get the most out of this program

5 Share on social media     
Get 
Started

Maximize Your DRI Seminar Experience
No one gets you connected like DRI.

Use the DRI App to customize your schedule, view course materials, and communicate with 
fellow attendees and speakers.

Discover the  DRI Client Connection—meet in-house and claims professional 
registrants and speakers.

http://familypromiselv.com/
mailto:elizabeth.brotten%40lindjensen.com?subject=
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dri-app/id650182558?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.quickmobile.snap.dri.multipleevents2013&hl=en
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1

6:00 p.m. Registration

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception
SPONSORED BY McCaffery & Associates
 Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman 

& Dicker LLP

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Boarding Pass Kiosk
SPONSORED BY Exponent

Wireless Access
SPONSORED BY Swanson Martin & Bell LLP

7:00 a.m. Registration

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast
SPONSORED BY Robson Forensic Inc.

7:00 a.m. Women’s Networking Breakfast  (indicate 
attendance on registration form)

8:00 a.m. Welcome and Introduction
Evelyn Fletcher Davis , Hawkins Parnell 
Thackston & Young LLP, Atlanta, GA

John (Jack) J. Laffey , Laffey Leitner and 
Goode LLC, Milwaukee, WI

8:10 a.m. Talc: Asbestos Versus Asbestiform
Hear a discussion of scientific studies and state 
of the art considerations.

Mickey E. Gunter, PhD , University of Idaho, 
Moscow, ID

Dana Hollins, MPH, CIH , Cardno ChemRisk, 
San Francisco, CA

9:00 a.m. Mesothelioma: Not Just a Pleural Cancer
This session will provide strategies for defend-
ing extrapleural mesotheliomas.

Bruce T. Bishop , Willcox & Savage PC, 
Norfolk, VA

9:50 a.m. Refreshment Break

10:05 a.m. It’s Not Over Until…
This panel discussion on the effect of ver-
dicts and subsequent post-trial litigation will 
reshape your case evaluations.

Mark A. Behrens , Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, 
Washington, DC

Lisa Perrochet , Horvitz & Levy LLP, Burbank, CA

Laura Beth Schoefer , Allianz Resolution 
Management, Petaluma, CA

10:55 a.m. State of the Art: Case Considerations 
with Younger Potential Jurors
Hear how the public’s perception of  asbestos 
impacts your litigation before the trial 
even starts.

Albert (Al) H. Parnell , Hawkins Parnell 
Thackston & Young LLP, Atlanta, GA

11:45 a.m. Lunch  (on your own)

12:45 p.m. Young Lawyers Breakout Session   
(see page 5)

1:15 p.m. Communicating to Juries: 
Body Language, Demeanor, and the 
Importance of Telling a Story
This session will address how to commu-
nicate to a jury effectively in both style 
and substance.

Rick R. Fuentes, PhD , R&D Strategic Solutions, 
Orange Beach, AL

2:00 p.m. Mesothelioma: A “Signal” Tumor or Not?
This presentation will debate the evolving rela-
tionship that mesothelioma has with its causes, 
how the scientific and medical literature has 
evolved to explain the variable emergence of 
mesotheliomas globally, and how this may 
affect your individual case.

 Richard L. Attanoos, MBBS, FRC Path , 
University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff, UK

2:45 p.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY McCaffery & Associates

3:00 p.m. Breakout Sessions  (see page 4)

5:45 p.m. Adjourn Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers

 Denotes medical professional
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6:00 p.m. Networking Reception
SPONSORED BY Hawkins Parnell Thackston & 

Young LLP
 Navigant PACE

7:30 p.m. Dine-Arounds  | Join colleagues and friends 
at selected restaurants for dinner (on your 
own). More details on-site.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3

7:00 a.m. Registration

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast
SPONSORED BY HeplerBroom LLC
 KCIC

8:00 a.m. Welcome and Introduction
Bruce T. Bishop , Willcox & Savage PC, 
Norfolk, VA

8:10 a.m. Stacking the Deck: The Ethics, 
or Lack Thereof, Behind Why 
Defendants Are Named, Part I
Mr. Lampe discusses ethical breaches in asbes-
tos litigation that held his brother’s com-
pany hostage.

Michael J. Lampe , Law Offices of Michael J. 
Lampe, Visalia, CA

9:10 a.m. Upping the Ante: The Ethics, or Lack Thereof, 
Behind Why Defendants Are Named, Part II
This session will provide insights about why 
and how asbestos litigation exploded and how 
to limit its reign over court systems.

Lester Brickman, LLM , Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law, New York, NY

10:10 a.m. The Female Plaintiff
Considerations in causation of mesothelioma in 
female patients.

 Elizabeth N. Pavlisko, MD , Duke University 
Medical Center, Durham, NC

11:00 a.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY Hermes Netburn O’Connor & 

Spearing PC

11:15 a.m. The Fiction of Memory
Is what a plaintiff remembers fact or fic-
tion? Learn how to investigate and chal-
lenge recollections.

Elizabeth Loftus, PhD , University of 
California Irvine, Irvine, CA

12:00 p.m. Everything You Ever Wanted to Know 
About Autopsies (and Probably More)
Learn about your rights and risks, how to lay 
the groundwork and ensure that an autopsy 
gets done, how to instruct your patholo-
gist, proper oversight, and how to analyze an 
autopsy report and use the results to build a 
causation defense.

Jeanne F. Loftis , Bullivant Houser Bailey PC, 
Portland, OR

12:45 p.m. Update on the Epidemiology Regarding 
“Neighborhood Exposures” and a 
“Case Report” on the EPA’s Handling 
of an Asbestos “Superfund Site”
This discussion of epidemiology and the 
EPA will add depth to your state-of-the-
art defenses.

Lawrence G. Pugh III , Pugh Accardo LLC, 
New Orleans, LA

1:30 p.m. Adjourn

 Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers

 Denotes medical professional
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N E T W O R K I N G  E V E N T S
Wednesday, November 1
Scavenger Hunt 7:30 p.m.
Everyone can participate in a Las Vegas scav-
enger hunt as they set out for their Wednes-
day evening activities—the winning team to 
be announced Thursday at the seminar. For 
more information please contact Jessica Bur-
gasser at jburgasser@brownkelly.com.

Networking Dinner 7:30 p.m.
All Young Lawyers, Young Lawyers-at-heart, 
and new attendees can join together for net-
working dinner. For more information please 
contact Jessica Burgasser at jburgasser@
brownkelly.com.

Friday, November 3
Red Rocks Park and 
Amphitheatre Outing
Join the DRI for Life Committee on Friday 
after the conclusion of the seminar for a hike 
at the Red Rocks Park and Amphitheatre. 
For more information, contact Rick Braun at 
Rick.Braun@Ceflawyers.com.

YOUNG LAWYERS BREAKOUT
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2 12:45 P.M.–3:45 P.M.

MODERATOR | Whitney K. Barrows , Cetrulo LLP, Boston, MA

12:45 p.m. Down and Dirty Dep Prep
Daniel (Dan) M. Long , Quarles & Brady LLP, 
Indianapolis, IN

Margreta Vellucci , Pond North LLP, 
Hingham, MA

1:15 p.m. Pathology/Epidemiology 101
 Richard L. Attanoos, MBBS, FRC Path , 

University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff, UK

Kevin P. Greene , Willcox Savage PC, Norfolk, VA

Joseph J. Welter , Goldberg Segalla LLP, 
Buffalo, NY

2:00 p.m. Refreshment Break

2:15 p.m. Secrets for a Successful Defense Team
Michael (Mike) J. Cahalane , Cetrulo LLP, 
Boston, MA

Anissa Mediger , Briggs and Moran PA, 
Minneapolis, MN

Laura Beth Schoefer , Allianz Resolution 
Management, Petaluma, CA

3:00 p.m. “Take Home” 101
W. Richard (Rick) Braun III , Collins Einhorn 
Farrell PC, Southfield, MI

Christine D. Calareso , Selman Breitman LLP, 
Santa Ana, CA

Dana Hollins, MPH, CIH , Cardno ChemRisk, 
San Francisco, CA

Elizabeth M. Sorenson Brotten , Lind Jensen 
Sullivan & Peterson PA, Minneapolis, MN

3:45 p.m. Young Lawyers Breakout Adjourns

 Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers

 Denotes medical professional

 Diversity and Inclusion in DRI: A Statement of Principle
DRI is the largest international membership organization of attorneys defending the  interests of business and 
individuals in civil litigation.

Diversity is a core value at DRI. Indeed, diversity, which includes sexual orientation, is  fundamental to the success of 
the organization, and we seek out and embrace the innumerable benefits and contributions that the perspectives, 

backgrounds, cultures, and life experiences a diverse membership provides.

Inclusiveness is the chief means to increase the diversity of DRI’s membership and leadership positions. DRI’s members and potential leaders are 
often also members and leaders of other defense organizations. Accordingly, DRI encourages all national, state, and local defense organizations to 
promote diversity and inclusion in their membership and leadership.

Harassment and Discrimination
DRI is committed to the policy of equal opportunity regardless of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender, national origin and disability 
in all of its programs and activities, as well as maintaining an environment in our programs and activities which is free from all forms of harassment 
or discrimination of any kind. Pursuant to this policy, if any person who attends our programs or activities experiences unlawful discrimination or 
harassment, this should be reported to the Executive Director so that appropriate action may be taken.

mailto:jburgasser%40brownkelly.com?subject=
mailto:jburgasser%40brownkelly.com?subject=
mailto:jburgasser%40brownkelly.com?subject=
mailto:Rick.Braun%40Ceflawyers.com?subject=
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 Richard L. Attanoos, MBBS, FRC Path, 
University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff, UK

Whitney K. Barrows, Cetrulo LLP, Boston, MA

Mark A. Behrens, Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, Washington, DC

Bruce T. Bishop, Willcox & Savage PC, Norfolk, VA

W. Richard (Rick) Braun III, Collins Einhorn Farrell PC, 
Southfield, MI

Lester Brickman, LLM, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, 
New York, NY

Elizabeth M. Sorenson Brotten, Lind Jensen Sullivan & 
Peterson PA, Minneapolis, MN

Jessica Burgasser, Brown & Kelly LLP, Buffalo, NY

Michael (Mike) J. Cahalane, Cetrulo LLP, Boston, MA

Christine D. Calareso, Selman Breitman LLP, Santa Ana, CA

Marcus A. Carter, Shell Oil Company, Houston, Texas

Melissa Devich Cochran, Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, 
Canonsburg, PA

Stuart L. Cohen, Luks Santaniello Petrillo & Jones LLC, 
Miami, FL

Evelyn Fletcher Davis, Hawkins Parnell Thackston & 
Young LLP, Atlanta, GA

Rick R. Fuentes, PhD, R&D Strategic Solutions, 
Orange Beach, AL

Catherine E. Goldhaber, Hawkins Parnell Thackston & 
Young LLP, Chicago, IL

Kevin P. Greene, Willcox Savage PC, Norfolk, VA

Mickey E. Gunter, PhD, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID

Kevin Hannemann, Resolute Management, Inc., 
Boston, MA

Dana Hollins, MPH, CIH, Cardno ChemRisk, San Francisco, CA

Laura Kingsley Hong, Tucker Ellis LLP, Cleveland, OH

Paul Johnson, Paul Johnson Films, Blaine, WA

Alice Sacks Johnston, Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, 
Pittsburgh, PA

John (Jack) J. Laffey, Laffey Leitner and Goode LLC, 
Milwaukee, WI

Michael J. Lampe, Law Offices of Michael J. Lampe, 
Visalia, CA

John W. Lebold, The Sherwin-Williams Company, 
Cleveland, OH

Jeanne F. Loftis, Bullivant Houser Bailey PC, Portland, OR

Elizabeth Loftus, PhD, University of California, Irvine, 
Irvine, CA

F. Ford Loker, Miles & Stockbridge PC, Baltimore, MD

Daniel (Dan) M. Long, Quarles & Brady LLP, Indianapolis, IN

Jayme C. Long, Dentons US LLP, Los Angeles, CA

Mark A. Love, Selman Breitman LLP, San Francisco, CA

Anissa Mediger, Briggs & Moran PA, Minneapolis, MN

Catherine A. Mohan, McCarter & English LLP, Hartford, CT

Albert (Al) H. Parnell, Hawkins Parnell Thackston & 
Young LLP, Atlanta, GA

 Elizabeth N. Pavlisko, MD, Duke University 
Medical Center, Durham, NC

Lisa Perrochet, Horvitz & Levy LLP, Burbank, CA

Lawrence G. Pugh III, Pugh Accardo LLC, New Orleans, LA

Robert A. Rich, Gordon & Rees Scully Mansukhani LLP, 
Oakland, CA

Stewart S. Richmond, Jr., RiverStone Claims 
Management LLC, Manchester, NH

Alex Rosen, Rosen Litigation Technology Consulting, 
Charleston, SC

Valerie E. Ross, Schiff Hardin LLP, Washington, DC

Laura Beth Schoefer, Allianz Resolution Management, 
Petaluma, CA

Daniel J. Sinclair, Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC, 
Pittsburgh, PA

Linda M. Tatka, Allianz Resolution Management, 
Petaluma, CA

Margreta Vellucci, Pond North LLP, Hingham, MA

Joseph J. Welter, Goldberg Segalla LLP, Buffalo, NY

Jennifer A. Whelan, Manion Gaynor & Manning LLP, 
Boston, MA

Jenni L. Young, Hawkins Parnell Thackston & Young LLP, 
Chicago, IL

View faculty bios on the Asbestos Medicine Seminar 
webpage; click on “View speakers” button.

 Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers

 Denotes medical professional
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G E N E R A L  I N F O R M AT I O N

CLE/Claims Adjusters Accreditation
This seminar has been approved for MCLE credit by the State Bar of 
California for up to 13 hours, including 2 hour of ethics credit. Accredi-
tation has been requested from every state with mandatory continu-
ing legal education (CLE) requirements. Certificates of attendance will 
be provided to each attendee. Attendees are responsible for obtaining 
CLE credits from their respective states. Application has been made 
for continuing education for claims adjusters. Credit availability and 
requirements vary from state to state; please check the DRI website at 
dri.org for the latest information for your state.

Registration Policy
Save $100 when you register by October 2, 2017. (See the registra-
tion form for pricing.) The registration fee includes course materials, 
continental breakfasts, refreshment breaks, networking receptions, 
and access to the DRI App. If you wish to have your name appear on 
the registration list distributed at the seminar and receive the course 
materials in advance, DRI must receive your registration by October 9, 
2017 (please allow 10 days for processing). Registrations received after 
October 9, 2017, will be processed on-site.

Refund Policy
The registration fee is fully refundable for cancellations received on 
or before October 9, 2017. Cancellations received after October 9 and 
on or before October 16, 2017, will receive a refund, less a $100 pro-
cessing fee. Cancellations made after October 16 will not receive a 
refund, but a $100 certificate good for any DRI seminar within the next 
12 months will be issued. All cancellations and requests for refunds 
must be made in writing. Fax (312.795.0747) or email (seminars@dri.
org) to DRI’s Accounting Department. Processing of refunds will occur 
within four weeks after the date of the seminar. All refunds will be 
processed in the same method that the payment was received. Sub-
stitutions may be made at any time without charge and must be sub-
mitted in writing.

Discounts
Group Discount The first and second registrations from the same 
firm or company are subject to the fees outlined previously. The reg-
istration fee for additional registrants from the same firm or com-
pany is $775, regardless of membership status if received on or before 
 October 2, 2017. After October 2, the group rate is $875. All registra-
tions must be received at the same time to receive the discount.

Travel Discounts DRI offers discounted meeting fares on various 
major air carriers for DRI Asbestos Medicine Seminar attendees. To 
receive these discounts, please contact Direct Travel, DRI’s official 
travel provider, at 800.840.0908. As always, to obtain the lowest avail-
able fares, early booking is recommended.

 The taping or recording of DRI seminars is prohibited without the 
written permission of DRI.

 Speakers and times may be subject to last-minute changes.
 A small portion of your room rate offsets the costs of the seminar.
 DRI policy provides there will be no group functions sponsored by 
others in connection with its seminars.

In-house counsel are eligible for free registration to DRI 
seminars. In-house counsel are defined as licensed attor-
neys, who are employed exclusively by a corporation or 
other private sector organization for the purpose of pro-
viding legal representation and counsel only to that cor-
poration, its affiliates and subsidiaries. In order to qualify 
for free registration, the individual must also be a DRI 
member and a member of DRI’s Corporate Counsel Com-
mittee. Offer excludes the DRI Annual Meeting.

In-House Counsel

Any member of DRI employed as a claims professional by 
a corporation or insurance company, who spends a sub-
stantial portion of his or her professional time hiring or 
supervising outside counsel in the representation of busi-
ness, insurance companies or their insureds, associa-
tions or governmental entities in civil litigation, will be 
entitled to free attendance at any DRI program. Limited 
to one seminar per calendar year. Offer excludes DRI 
Annual Meeting.

Claims Executives

The hotel block is limited and rooms 
and rates are available on a first-
come, first-served basis. You must 
make reservations by October 2, 
2017, to be eligible for the group 
rate. Requests for reservations 
made after October 2, 2017 are sub-
ject to room and rate availability.

A limited number of discounted hotel 
rooms have been made available at 
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas, 3708 
Las Vegas Boulevard South, Las Vegas, 
NV 89109.

Take advantage of the group rate of $249 
Single/Double in one of two ways:

Hotel Accommodations

1) Reserve online: Visit dri.org and go to 
the DRI Asbestos Medicine Seminar page 
and click on the “Book hotel” button.

2) Or contact the hotel directly at 
702.698.7000 and mention the DRI 
Asbestos Medicine Seminar.

http://dri.org
mailto:seminars%40dri.org?subject=
mailto:seminars%40dri.org?subject=
http://dri.org
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DRI wishes to thank our sponsors for their support at this year’s seminar! 
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Asbestos Medicine Seminar
November 2–3, 2017 
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas | Las Vegas, NV

FORMAL NAME TITLE

NAME (as you would l ike it to appear on badge)

COMPANY/FIRM/L AW SCHOOL

ADDRESS

CIT Y STATE/PROVINCE ZIP/POST CODE

TELEPHONE FAX EMAIL

Please list any special needs 

Are you a first-time attendee at this DRI seminar?   Yes   No

How many attorneys  
are in your firm? 

What is your primary  
area of practice? 

REGISTRATION FEE

Registration fee includes seminar attendance, networking events, course materials, and access to the DRI App. DRI will 
email a link to download the course materials to all registrants two weeks in advance of the seminar.

  On or before After 
 Oct. 2, 2017 Oct. 2, 2017

 Member $875 $975

 Nonmember $1,110 $1,210

 Government Member $575

 Law Student Member FREE

 In-House Counsel Member* FREE

 Claims Executive Member* FREE

 Group Discount* $775 $875 (*as defined on page 7)

 Women’s Networking Breakfast** FREE  (**see page 2)

PAYMENT METHOD

 My check for  (USD) is enclosed.

 Please charge my   VISA   MasterCard   American Express.

Card #   Exp. Date   CVC 

Signature 

Please remit payment by MAIL to: 
DRI 
72225 Eagle Way, Chicago, IL 60678-7252

Please remit payment by COURIER to: 
JP Morgan, Attn: DRI LBX 72225 
131 S. Dearborn, 6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603

PHONE: 312.795.1101 | FAX: 312.795.0749 | EMAIL: seminars@dri.org | WEB: dri.org

3400-0020-21 
Asbestos Medicine

2017-0020B

For inclusion on the 

preregistration list and to receive 

course materials in advance, 

register by October 9, 2017.

mailto:seminars%40dri.org?subject=
http://dri.org
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 DRI Membership  DRI Membership  
+ Committee Participation  
= DRI Communities

The center of all substantive activity.

Connect through the discussion list

Learn through blog posts

Stay current through the community calendar

Share resources in the community library

Network using the member directory

Learn about volunteer opportunities

Log on now at http://community.dri.org/home

http://community.dri.org/home

